
An Interview with AO Member Dr. Nate Birnbaum:

Retiring after 52 years of Practice

Dr. Nate Birnbaum’s story is one of passion, perseverance,
and unwavering dedication to both the field of dentistry and
the Alpha Omega (AO) International Dental Society.
His journey began in 1968 during his freshman year at
Northwestern Dental School, where the AO chapter was on
the verge of extinction, with only three members—far short of
the seven required to maintain its charter. Determined to
keep the fraternity alive, Dr. Birnbaum recruited six additional
members and reestablished the chapter. AO was more than
a fraternity to him; it was a haven for mentorship and
camaraderie, despite facing challenges of antisemitism and
the Midwest's restrictive quota system for Jewish students in
dental schools.

Dr. Birnbaum’s early experience with AO instilled in him the importance of community,
education, and mutual support, values that guided him throughout his career. At his first AO
convention in 1971 in Atlanta, the newly elected international officers unexpectedly joined him
and his friends for breakfast at their table on New Year's morning. This thoughtful gesture,
demonstrating the alumni's genuine care for students, ignited his lifelong dedication to the
organization.

In addition to his involvement with AO, Dr. Birnbaum was
deeply invested in education. He taught at three prestigious
institutions: Boston University, Harvard, and Tufts, over four
decades, shaping the minds of thousands of students. His
dedication to advancing dental education was evident in his
work to incorporate new technologies, such as digital
scanning, into the curriculum. He became the first
commercial customer for 3M’s digital scanner, co-authoring
(with his daughter, Heidi Aaronson) a chapter on the subject
in a textbook on esthetic dentistry used across U.S. dental
schools.

Dr. Nate Birnbaum being examined
by his daughter Dr. Heidi Aaronson

and granddaughter Abby.

To continue reading the rest of the article, please click here:

Registration Deadline November 15th

Join Fellow AO members and industry friends to honor
Dr. Allen Finkelstein while supporting the creation of

The Allen Finkelstein Scholarship Endowment.
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Cocktails at 5:30 pm | Dinner at 7:00 pm
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172 Norfolk Street

New York, NY 10002

All food will be under OU kosher supervision.

Please RSVP by November 15th

Attire: Elevated Business

RSVP

https://aofus.org/gala-event-donation/


 If you have any questions, please call
301- 228-0227

or send an email to: foundation@aofus.org

CLICK HERE FOR EVENT DETAILS & REGISTRATION

 

Connection and Collaboration

US Foundation assists with Funding for
Hebrew University Dental Student Exchange Program

The US Foundation recently helped sponsor students
from Hadassah-Hebrew University School of Dental
Medicine as part of an exchange program with Penn
Dental and the University of Michigan Dental School. 

Both the Detroit and Philadelphia Chapters
welcomed the students by hosting an evening
dinner. These initiatives, supported with funds from
the US Foundation with collaboration from the local
AO Chapters exemplify the Foundation's
commitment to supporting international educational
initiatives worldwide.

Both dinners featured meaningful discussions about
the challenges the students face, especially the
disruption of their studies due to the war. And the
chapter members also engaged in eye-opening
conversations with the students, sharing concerns
about the alarming rise of antisemitism in the United
States. Each dinner was a memorable night filled
with new connections and shared experiences.

Photo Left to Right: Hebrew University Dental Students;
Ms. Menty Bayleyen: Senior Assoc. Dir. of Admissions at

Penn Dental Medicine; Dr. Uri Hangorsky: Clinical Professor
of Periodontics, Assoc. Dean for Student Affairs, Dir. of Intl

Student Exchange, and Dir. of Accreditation at Penn
Dental Medicine

 

Photo Left: Dr. Marvin Sonne, International President,
dental students Elinor Dekalo and Monaia Falah along
with Detroit AO member Margo Woll & Meadad Falah. 

Provide a Crucial Lifeline!

Support Dental Students in Overcoming Trauma
and Transitioning to Academic Success

 

The International Alliance of Alpha Omega
Charitable Organizations (Alliance)

coordinates the world-wide philanthropic
efforts of the Alpha Omega International

Dental Society.

We invite you to join the International Alliance of
Alpha Omega Charitable Organizations in
supporting the establishment of a dedicated fund at
The Maurice and Gabriela Goldschleger School of
Dental Medicine at Tel Aviv University and the Hebrew
University-Hadassah Faculty of Dental Medicine.

This fund will provide crucial trauma-focused
psychological support, helping students and faculty
thrive academically while navigating an ever-
changing and challenging reality.

Learn More or Donate Today!

 

Mazel Tov Moments

Mazel Tov to Dr. Allen Finkelstein, Alpha
Omega Board member, who was honored at
the Shils Entrepreneurial Fund's Annual
Awards Ceremony at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine with
a Special Recognition Award.

The event celebrated his profound
contributions to global oral health. In
attendance were his nephew, Alpha Omega
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member Dr. Jonathan Richter, and Alpha
Omega Foundation Chair Dr. Marc Rothman.
Congratulations to Dr. Finkelstein!

 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Gail Schupak, PIP, for being selected
to acceptan award at the Shils Entrepreneurial Fund's
Annual Awards Ceremony at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine for the
Greater New York Dental Meeting.  The recognition
award is to celebrate the Greater New York Dental
Meetings 100th anniversary and the organizations
commitment to dental education.

 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Jeff Lowenstein on
his induction into the prestigious
American College of Dentists, the
oldest honorary organization for
dentists, dedicated to advancing
the profession and oral health care.
Dr. Lowenstein is pictured with his
fellow Tufts Dental ‘85 classmates,
Alpha Omegan Paul Trombly and
Ernie Votolato. Congratulations Dr.
Lowenstein.

 

Honor our esteemed Alpha Omega members by sending a tribute in their name and
supporting the foundation's mission to advance dental research, support education, and

improve access to dental care worldwide.

Learn more and make a difference today!

Join the Fight Against Antisemitism

Support Holocaust Survivors Through Dental Care

Over the past nine years, we've provided $4.9 million
in donated oral care across 23 North American
cities, offering Holocaust survivors the ability to eat
pain-free and smile with dignity.

As the need for care continues to grow, we need
more AO dentists to join this vital mission. Make a
difference and volunteer today.

Contact Bernice Edelstein at
bernice.edelstein@aofus.org or call 240-876-3330. Or
donate to the program by clicking here.

Your support can change lives!
Learn More

Gratitude in Abundance

Honoring Our Generous Supporters

On behalf of the Alpha Omega Foundation US, we express our deepest gratitude for the
unwavering support and generous gifts that help create strong and supportive
communities while continuing our vital work.

Each gift allows the Foundation to engage, inspire, and publicly support oral health
through dental research, education, access, and impactful initiatives worldwide!

Thank you, donors!
 

Below is a list of gifts received by the Foundation for October 2024.

 

In Honor of Dr. Steven Kahan
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Silver
• Sharon Brown and Michael Pollowitz
Gold
• Fred and Amy Simon

In Honor of Jamie Feldman becoming a grandfather
Gold
• Marvin and Fran Sonne

In Honor of Matthew Zizmor
Gold
• The Boston Chapter 

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kanfer
Gold
• Steve and Wendy Marsh

In Memory of Sheila Rosenfield
Gold
• Marvin and Fran Sonne

Honoring November Birthdays

Celebrate a friends birthday by sending a card from the foundation supporting
our work supporting the needs of Israel and AO US Society Chapters. Click here!

November 1
     Ronald Goldstein, Jan Rozen,
     Howard Kessner, Edwardo Tanur
November 2
     Zale Smilack, Neal Gronich
November 3
     Irving Cohn, Edward Dweck
November 4
     Robert Lavine
November 5
     Thomas Davidoff, Raj Gohill,
     Juliette Tamkin
November 8
     Jon Gurkoff, Marc Silverman
November 10
     Coleman Spector, Justin Geller,
     Sandra Cohen
November 12 
     Robert Coleman, Marc Steingold,
     David Teplin 
November 13
     Robin Siman
November 14
     Joseph Salkowitz, Stephanie Munz
November 16
     Guy Levy
November 17
     Hedley Rakusin

November 19
     Michael Yunker, William Schuckit,
     Joel Forman, Steven Kaminsky
November 19
     Gail Cohen, David Goldwyn
November 20 
     Bradley Goldberg 
November 22
     Hermes Hoffman, Blair Braunstein
November 23
     Stacey Scheff Rochman
November 24
     Dale Charnas
November 25  
     Alan Weber
November 26  
     Andrew Hirschl,Bruce Goldstein,
     Estelle Zandstra, Daniel Goldfarb
November 27  
     Kenneth Laudenbach
November 28  
     Ira Lelchuk
November 29
     Irving Plutzer, Stuart Fischman,     
     Donald Safer, Harold Middleberg
November 30
     Laurence Schneider, David Garber

Please notify the Foundation about any upcoming events, birthdays, graduations,
anniversary, any milestones, or a loss. Your communication of these life events helps us

foster a supportive and caring environment within our Foundation community.
 

Send an e-mail to notify the Foundation at foundation@aofus.org or call 301-228-0227.

LEARN MORE
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