
 

Message from the Chairman's Desk

Dr. Marc Rothman

Dear Friends,

As summer draws to a close, I am filled with gratitude and excitement for the many initiatives the AO US
Dental Foundation and our partners are advancing together. Our collective commitment to education,
healing, and philanthropy continues to inspire and make a lasting impact.

This fall, we are proud to highlight several important programs:

Renewing Minds, Restoring Hope – Under the dedicated leadership of Dr. Laurie Gordon-Shaw and
Dr. Michael Spektor (PIP), our newest program supporting the emotional well-being of the Israeli
dental community will officially launch on September 28th with a webinar titled From Trauma to
Healing. The featured guest speaker is Yotam Dagan a clinical psychologist, entrepreneur, and former
Israeli Navy SEAL who draws on both his military experience and personal journey with trauma to help
others coping with PTSD. This is a Webinar not to miss! To register for the program click here.   

New Alliance Brochure – This week, the Alliance completed a comprehensive brochure showcasing
our past and present accomplishments. It conveys the breadth of Alpha Omega’s impact while
highlighting the compassion, vision, and commitment that drive our mission. More than a record of our
work, the brochure both informs and inspires, reflecting our shared journey to make a meaningful
difference. Click here to download a copy of the brochure. 

The Allen Finkelstein Scholarship Fund – We are finalizing the formation of a selection committee
that will begin awarding scholarships to third- and fourth-year dental students. These scholarships will
recognize students who exemplify leadership and a commitment to advancing cutting-edge research,
carrying forward Dr. Finkelstein’s extraordinary legacy.

AO Convention in December – For those planning to join us at the AO International Convention, we
are pleased to share that the International Alliance of Charitable Organizations will host a cocktail
reception at the Holocaust Museum in Naples. This meaningful venue underscores our values of
remembrance, resilience, and community. Save Saturday, December 27th to join your AO community
to learn more about how we are helping the Israeli dental community. Or, register now by clicking
here .

Rebuilding the Dental Clinic at Kibbutz Be’eri in Memory of Heroes – We are working with the
Philadelphia Chapter, which has committed to helping rebuild the dental clinic at Kibbutz Be’eri. This
effort honors five heroes—a doctor, a paramedic, and three emergency responders—who lost their
lives defending their community and the clinic on October 7th. Having already raised $12,000 toward a
$50,000 goal, we invite chapters everywhere to join us by hosting fundraisers, sharing this cause, and
standing with us to honor the fallen and rebuild hope. Click here for more information.

These programs and milestones remind us that our work extends beyond dentistry—it is about healing,
educating, remembering, and building a better future. I thank you for your continued dedication and invite
you to engage with these upcoming programs as we advance our shared mission.

With appreciation,

Marc Rothman
Chair
Alpha Omega US Dental Foundation

 

Give With a Purpose!

Celebrate and Support Fellow AO Members
The Alpha Omega US Dental Foundation continues to support meaningful initiatives that bring our
communities closer in the United States and Israel. Each tribute you purchase does more than honor
someone - it directly funds meaningful programs that touch lives.

How your tribute donations have made an impact:

Purchasing scrubs for students at Tel Aviv University's Dental School when the school was short of
funds.

Funding students from Hebrew University School of Dentistry to visit Penn Dental Medicine, Temple
University Kornberg School of Dentistry and the University of Michigan School of Dentistry for an
invaluable exchange program.

Supporting the D. Walter Cohen Symposium to celebrate academic excellence and advancing dental
education.

Extending our reach beyond dentistry to unite with other Jewish healthcare professionals and foster
collaboration, education, and philanthropy by sponsoring the Alpha Omega International Dental
Society as a founding member of the American Jewish Medical Association.

Aiding the DVI Trudi Birger Dental Clinic in Israel to purchase a compressor motor for the clinic.

Providing assistance to dentists who lost everything in the California fires by distributing emergency
funds.

Honor someone special, commemorate a milestone, or express your gratitude by purchasing a tribute
today. Together, we can continue to uplift dental students, faculty, and our global community.

Click here to send a tribute.

 

Mazal Tov Moments

 

Mazal Tov to Dr. Aaron Harouni on his
acceptance into the highly competitive UCSF
Endodontic Residency Program!

This remarkable achievement marks an exciting
new chapter in his professional journey. We are
proud to celebrate this milestone and look forward
to all that Dr. Harouni will accomplish in the years
ahead.

Mazal Tov to AO Member Adam Frieder upon
the marriage of his son Josh Frieder to Rachel
Gorosh on August 31, 2025

Mazal Tov to AO Member Bob and Dini Sanker
upon the marriage of their daughter Erica Sanker
to Matthew Sattel on August 23, 2025

 

Gratitude in Abundance

Honoring Our Generous Supporters

On behalf of the Alpha Omega US Dental Foundation, we express our deepest gratitude
for the unwavering support and generous gifts.

Thank you, donors!

Below is a list of gifts received by the Foundation for August 2025

 

General Fund
Andrew and Suzanne Lasky

In Memory of Ruth Dayhoff
Sam and Phyllis Blum

In Memory of Ada Herbstein
mother of Andrea Durian and mother-in-law of
Mervyn Durian (PIP) 
Gold

Edward and Elaine Epstein
Bernie Kahn 
Allen and Betti Ressler
Niles and Donna Spier

Renewing Minds, Restoring Hope - Supporting the
mental well-being of the Israeli dental community

Grant F. Cylus
Edward and Elaine Epstein

In Memory of Gloria Wurman
Mother of Avi Wurman (PIP), mother-in-law of Dr.
Sharon Sussman, and grandmother of Drs. Cory
and Ilana Wurman 
Gold

The Alpha Omega-Henry Schein Cares
Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program

Honoring September Birthdays

Celebrate a friend's birthday by sending a card from the foundation supporting our work,
supporting the needs of Israel, and AO US Society Chapters. Click here!

September 1
Ross S. Lesser V
Lois T. Weinfield
Louis E. Rossman

September 2
Leonard I. Klayman

September 3
Richard S. Shapiro

September 4
Bruce Greenstein

September 5
Donald A. Gilden

September 6
Hilton Goldreich
Stanley H. Klein

September 7
Jason Kaplan
Gwen Cohen-Brown
Arnold L. Freedman

September 8
Martin J. Kahn

September 10
Paul Goodman
Arnold H. Gartner
Edward Boim

September 11
Lynn E. Gitlin

September 12
Andy Gaertner

September 13
Howard S. Weisbart

September 14
Manuel Frankel

September 15
Emrey Moskowitz-Porath
Todd Wasserman
Mark W. Langberg

September 16
Paul I. Rubin
Philip J. Bauer

September 17
Jacob Steiger

September 18
Michael H. Radell
Liviu Steier

September 19
Ivan Alkhwekhi
Ivan S. Naiman

September 20
John D. Marx

September 21
Shawn M. Bader
Robert S. Israel
Neil Weintraub
Robert H. Bruskin

September 22
Kenneth Kobliner 

September 23
Mark L. Levy

September 24
Gary M. Berman

September 25
Sharone Shamir
Lisa Grant
Sidney Whitman

September 26
William A. Gitlin
Lawrence I. Lipton

September 27
Lauren E. Abes
Harold P. Slutsky

September 29
Adam Schwarzberg

September 30
Jennifer S. Schaumberg

Please notify the Foundation about any upcoming events, birthdays, graduations, anniversaries,
milestones, or a loss. Your communication of these life events helps us foster a supportive and caring

environment within our Foundation community.
 

Send an e-mail to notify the Foundation at foundation@aofus.org or call 301-228-0227.

LEARN MORE

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/rmrhwithoutlandingpage/event/ftthsidc/
https://bloomerang-bee.s3.amazonaws.com/images/clapton_cysx6cjdvalm_us_west_2_rds_amazonaws_com_alphaomegafoundationus/AO%20Internationa%20Alliance%20of%20Charitable%20Organizations%20Brochure.pdf
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