
A Dentist Who Built Bridges of Peace

In Memory of Dr. Musa Bajali (1963–2025)
This month, the dental world—and the world at large—lost a champion of peace.

Dr. Musa Bajali

Dr. Musa Bajali, a devoted member of the Alpha Omega International
Dental Society, Philadelphia Chapter, was one of those rare individuals
whose professional achievements were inseparable from moral courage. 
Dr. Bajali devoted his life to the idea that healing—both physical and
societal—begins with dialogue, respect, and shared purpose.

Born in East Jerusalem in 1963, Dr. Bajali was raised with an intimate
understanding of the political and social challenges that shaped
everyday life for Palestinians. He believed that adversity should never be
an excuse for division. 

It was Dr. Bajali’s belief in dentistry as a bridge to peace that defined his global legacy. He often said that dentists speak a
common language—the language of dentistry—and that this shared profession could rise above political conflict.

Dr. Bajali earned his secondary education at Collège de Frères in Bethlehem before pursuing dentistry in Romania, where he
received his DDS degree from Cluj Napoca in 1987. He later earned his PhD from Carol Davila University in Bucharest in 2002.
His academic interests reflected both scientific rigor and clinical compassion, which ultimately led him to academia, where he
would leave an indelible mark at Al-Quds University, as Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry.

In 1997, alongside Professor Adam Stabholz of the Hebrew
University–Hadassah School of Dental Medicine, Dr. Bajali
became a driving force behind the landmark “Bridge to
Peace” conference in Jerusalem, which brought together one
thousand dentists from thirteen countries. This historic
gathering led to the establishment of the D. Walter Cohen
Middle East Center for Dental Education—an institution
dedicated to fostering cooperation among dental
professionals across the Middle East.

Building on this vision, the Dr. Musa Bajali Henry Schein
Cares Education Center reflects the shared commitment of
Dr. Bajali and Stanley Bergman, Chairman and CEO of Henry
Schein, to advance dental education while fostering
collaboration across the region. Supported by Henry Schein
Cares, the Center became a cornerstone of the Bridge to
Peace program, using oral health education as a platform to
bring professionals together beyond political and religious
divides.
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From this collaboration grew the Alliance for Oral Health
Across Borders, an initiative Dr. Bajali helped inspire and
shape. Its mission was modest yet profound: to promote
peace and well-being through oral health by focusing on
what unites rather than what divides.

His courage came at a personal cost. Dr. Bajali’s belief in
connection and understanding placed him at risk, ultimately
forcing him to leave East Jerusalem. He resettled in
Philadelphia at the invitation of Dean Mark Wolff, where he
continued teaching at the University of Pennsylvania School
of Dental Medicine and remained deeply engaged in
advancing cross-border education and mentorship. Even in
exile, he never abandoned his mission.
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Dr. Bajali was a pioneer who wrote history alongside Dr.
Adam Stabholz, Dean Amid Ismail, Stanley Bergman, Allen
Fineklstein, Steve Kess, and other global leaders who dared
to imagine a different future. He showed us that dentistry
could be an act of diplomacy, that education could be
resistance to despair, and that friendship could be stronger
than fear.

His legacy lives on in every student he mentored, every
bridge he built, and every act of cooperation carried out in
his spirit.

May we honor his memory by continuing the path he so bravely forged—one of understanding, respect, and dialogue—the
only true path toward peace.

Healing Starts With Your Help

Help us provide strength, stability, and support for the Israeli dental community.

Did you know:

35% of Students were drafted to reserve service
20% of the students after reserve were found to have moderate or higher clinical levels of emotional distress
25% of the faculty were involved in the Dental Forensic Identification Unit
15% of students are still in active reserve

Together, as the International Alliance of Alpha Omega Charitable Organizations—which includes the Canadian Foundation, the
London Charitable Trust, and the US Dental Foundation—we have raised over $80,000 towards our $150,000 goal. We’re now
preparing to launch trauma-informed therapy and mental health support programs for our Israeli colleagues. Click here to
learn more.

Learn more about this crucial effort or donate today.

Click here to learn more or donate

Philadelphian's Join Together for Renewing Minds, Restoring Hope

The Alpha Omega Philadelphia Chapter recently hosted a meaningful fundraiser in support of Renewing Minds, Restoring
Hope, featuring a powerful talk by the Dean of the Hebrew University School of Dental Medicine on the trauma currently
affecting students in Israeli schools.

Through the generosity of those in attendance, the chapter raised nearly $1,500 in a single evening, enough to provide
approximately 15 therapy sessions for one individual in need. The demand for mental health support remains urgent, and this
initiative reflects our shared responsibility to stand with and support the Jewish community.

As the dental foundation representing the Jewish dental community, Alpha Omega remains committed to responding with
compassion, action, and solidarity when our community needs us most.



NATAN Worldwide Relief Organization Seeking Dentists

NATAN Worldwide Relief Organization is seeking dentists to provide medical services to Syrians near the Israeli border, many of
whom have not had access to proper medical or dental care for over a decade.

While NATAN has the blessing of the IDF, only volunteers without an Israeli passport are permitted to cross the border. Despite
this constraint, NATAN currently has some volunteers from the US and France, but not enough.

Volunteers cover their own travel expenses to Israel; NATAN handles all other arrangements. Anyone interested can contact
anat.b@natanrelief.org directly.

Mazal Tov Moments

Mazal tov to Gail Schupak on her recognition from the
International College of Dentists for her 15 years of
Fellowship. 

This honor reflects Dr. Schupak’s extraordinary
commitment to leadership, service, and philanthropy
within the dental profession. Her lifelong dedication - to
Alpha Omega, to academic institutions, and to serving
communities in need - continues to set a powerful
example and make a lasting impact.

Mazal tov to Dr. Linda Greenwall, on being appointed a
Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) by King
Charles III in the 2025 Birthday Honors. This prestigious
recognition celebrates her longstanding charitable work in
community dentistry and her unwavering commitment to
improving the oral health of children in underserved
communities.

And a second mazal tov to Dr. Linda Greenwall, who was
recently awarded the Presidential Citation from the Alpha
Omega U.S. Dental Foundation. Presented by President Eldad
Helft, this honor recognizes her tireless efforts to advance
Alpha Omega, the dental profession, and the Jewish world.

Dr. Greenwall’s lifelong dedication, service, and leadership
embody the values we hold dear, and we are grateful for her
extraordinary impact. We are immensely proud of her for
both of these well-deserved honors! Yasher koach Linda!  

Celebrate. Honor. Give Back.

The Alpha Omega US Dental Foundation continues to support meaningful initiatives that bring our communities closer in the
United States and Israel. Each tribute you purchase does more than honor someone - it directly funds meaningful programs
that touch lives.



Honor someone special, commemorate a milestone, or express your gratitude by purchasing a tribute today. Together, we can
continue to uplift dental students, faculty, and our global community.

Click here to send a tribute.

Gratitude in Abundance

Honoring Our Generous Supporters
On behalf of the Alpha Omega US Dental Foundation, we express our deepest gratitude

for the unwavering support and generous gifts.
Thank you, donors!

Below is a list of gifts received by the US Dental Foundation for December 2025

General Donation
Allen and Betti Ressler
Bernie Kahn

The Allen Finkelstein Scholarship Endowment
Sidney Whitman

Rebuilding Kibbutz Be'eri
AO Illinois Chapter
Joe and Barbara Breitman

Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program
Alpha Omega of Greater Boston Alumni Foundation
Jonathan Eskow

Renewing Minds, Restoring Hope - Supporting the Mental Well-Being of the Israeli Dental Community

First Signs of Hope - up to  $1,249
Supporting three treatments – a strong start on the
journey to recovery 

AO Illinois Chapter
AO of Greater Boston Alumni Foundation
Ben and Rayza Azizi
Yuval Azulay
Eric Cantor
James Eisendorf
Sanya Fonseca
Glenn Goodhart
Peter Gross
Marc Herman
Andrew and Suzanne Lasky
Robert Levine
Wendy Levine
Jody Markus
Mark and Debra Luria
Harold Middleberg
Jo Ann Nyquist
Isaac V. Perle
Marc and Bobbie Rothman
Rochelle Young
Alan Weisz
Mark Wolff
Fred Zimmerman

Steady Progress - $1,250 to $4,999
Providing 10 treatment sessions, bringing lasting relief within
reach.

 Howard Israel

Champion of Recovery - $5,000 - $7,499
Funding a full healing journey for four or more people and
become a pillar of this life-changing program.

Parenting Resources Inc. on behalf of Betti Ressler
Sharon Brown and Michael Pollowitz
Uri and Charlotte Hangorsky

Double the Impact - $7,500 - $7,499
Helping two individuals fully reclaim their lives through
comprehensive care.

Janet Century

In Honor of Laurie Gordon-Shaw's 65th Birthday benefiting
the Renewing Minds, Restoring Hope Program
Silver

Craig and Jaci Krandel
Staci Sikora

Gold
Beverly Alpern
Laurie Alpern
Leslie and Rob Bond
Diane and Robert Heilbronner
Donna and Joel Freedman
Randall Gordon
Shira Greenfield
Jill Hurwitz
Alisa and Bruce Klein
Jody Markus
Wendy Muchman
Sandi Reich
Gabrielle Sigal
Cheryl Watson-Lowry

In Honor of Marc Rothman benefiting the Renewing Minds,
Restoring Hope Program
Platinum

Ray and Ruth Lefton

In Honor of the AO Philadelphia Chapter benefiting the
Renewing Minds, Restoring Hope Program
Platinum

Eric S. Cantor

In Memory of Musa Bujali
Gold

Amid Ismail

In Memory of Bruce Donoff
Silver

Bernie Kahn

In Honor of Uldine Jeremiah
Silver

Samuel and Phyllis Blum

Silver: $36.00 | Gold: $72.00 | Platinum: $180.00



Pay tribute to a friend's birthday by sending a card from the US Dental Foundation supporting our work, supporting
the needs of Israel, and AO US Society Chapters. Click here!

January 1
Daniel German
David Jacobs
Paul Trombly

January 2
James Kohner
Avi Zini

January 3
Justin Altshuler
Barry Gibberman
Alan Solowsky

January 4
Jerry Schonfeld

January 5
David Genet
Bernard Lewis
Zachary Rifkin

January 6
Maurice Cutler
Scott Tomar
Jeffrey Weiss

January 7
Nadia Laniado

January 8
Gary Hoffman
Daniel Lipnik
Stephen Litton
Roman Shlafer

January 9
Richard Schoen
Brett Silverman

January 12
Harvey Weingarten

January 13
Alex Apple

January 16
Michael Goldstein
Mark Kogut
Glenn Shulkin

January 17
Dov Glazer

January 18
Sanford Barr

January 19
Robert Geiman
Howard Jacobs
David Kanarek

January 20
Eric Cantor

January 21
Sarah Fink
Adena Goldman
Irving Sorscher
Jeffrey Stutman

January 22
Linda Edelson-Slocum
Jeffrey Shapiro

January 23
Chad Matchett
Craig Ratner
Paul Schreibman

January 24
Gerald Lande
Sheldon Newman
Larry Zabner

January 25
Nathaniel Lawson

January 27
Rachelle Cohen

January 28
Joseph Greenbaum

January 29
Batya Goldwaser
Beth Rosenberg

January 30
Kaitlin Laxer
Jonathan Richter

January 31
Arthur Bodner
Daniel Bottner

Please notify the Foundation about any upcoming events, birthdays, graduations, anniversaries, milestones, or a loss. Your
communication of these life events helps us foster a supportive and caring environment within our Foundation community.

Send an e-mail to notify the Foundation at foundation@aofus.org or call 301-228-0227.

LEARN MORE

Our Contact Information
Alpha Omega US Dental Foundation
144 North Narberth Avenue, Suite 974
Narberth, PA 19072
301-228-0227
https://aofus.org/
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Celebrating January Birthdays




